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Canons (excerpts) 

Canonical References 

The following texts are excerpts of “Title III: Ministry” of the Canons of The Episcopal 

Church with the Canons of most interest for discernment. The full text can be found in 

the Constitution and Canons together with the Rules of Order of The Episcopal Church, 

reflecting all updates and amendments approved at the 78th General Convention 

[Constitution and Canons (2015)] or downloaded from 

http://www.generalconvention.org/publications/constitution-canons-2015  

TITLE III 

MINISTRY 

CANON 1: Of the Ministry of All Baptized Persons 

Sec. 1. Each Diocese shall make provision for the affirmation and development of the 

ministry of all baptized persons, including: 

(a) Assistance in understanding that all baptized persons are called to minister in 

Christ's name, to identify their gifts with the help of the Church and to serve Christ's 

mission at all times and in all places. 

(b) Assistance in understanding that all baptized persons are called to sustain their 

ministries through commitment to life-long Christian formation.  

Sec. 2. No person shall be denied access to the discernment process for any ministry, lay 

or ordained, in this Church because of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, sex, 

marital status, sexual orientation, disabilities or age, except as otherwise provided by these 

Canons. No right to licensing, ordination, or election is hereby established. 

Sec. 3. The provisions of these Canons for the admission of Candidates for the Ordination 

to the three Orders: Bishops, Priests and Deacons shall be equally applicable to men and 

women. 

CANON 2: Of Commissions on Ministry 

Sec. 1. In each Diocese there shall be a Commission on Ministry ("Commission") consisting 

of Priests, Deacons, if any, and Lay Persons. The Canons of each Diocese shall provide for 

the number of members, terms of office, and manner of selection to the Commission. Any 

Diocese may agree in writing with one or more other Dioceses to share a Commission on 

Ministry. 

Sec. 2. The Commission shall advise and assist the Bishop: 

 (a)  In the implementation of Title III of these Canons. 

 (b)  In the determination of present and future opportunities and needs for the ministry 

of all baptized persons. 

http://www.generalconvention.org/publications/constitution-canons-2015
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 (c) In the design and oversight of the ongoing process for recruitment, discernment, 

formation for ministry, and assessment of readiness therefor. 

Sec. 3. The Commission may adopt rules for its work, subject to the approval of the Bishop; 

provided that they are not inconsistent with the Constitution and Canons of this Church 

and of the Diocese. 

Sec. 4. The Commission may establish committees consisting of members and other 

persons to report to the Commission or to act on its behalf. 

Sec. 5. The Bishop and Commission shall ensure that the members of the Commission and 

its committees receive ongoing education and training for their work. 

CANON 3: Of Discernment 

Sec. 1. The Bishop and Commission shall provide encouragement, training and necessary 

resources to assist each congregation in developing an ongoing process of community 

discernment appropriate to the cultural background, age and life experiences of all 

persons seeking direction in their call to ministry. 

Sec. 2. The Bishop, in consultation with the Commission, may utilize college and 

university campus ministry centers and other communities of faith as additional 

communities where discernment takes place. In cases where these discernment 

communities are located in another jurisdiction, the Bishop will consult with the bishop 

where the discernment community is located. 

Sec. 3. The Bishop and Commission shall actively solicit from congregations, schools and 

other youth organizations, college and university campus ministry centers, seminaries, 

and other communities of faith, names of persons whose demonstrated qualities of 

Christian commitment and potential for leadership and vision mark them as desirable 

candidates for positions of leadership in the Church. 

Sec. 4. The Bishop, Commission, and the discernment community shall assist persons 

engaged in a process of ministry discernment to determine appropriate avenues for the 

expression and support of their ministries, either lay or ordained. 

CANON 4: Of Licensed Ministries 

Sec. 1. (a)  A confirmed communicant in good standing or, in extraordinary circumstances, 

subject to guidelines established by the Bishop, a communicant in good standing, may be 

licensed by the Ecclesiastical Authority to serve as Pastoral Leader, Worship Leader, 

Preacher, Eucharistic Minister, Eucharistic Visitor, Evangelist, or Catechist. Requirements 

and guidelines for the selection, training, continuing education, and deployment of such 

persons and the duration of licenses shall be established by the Bishop in consultation with 

the Commission on Ministry. 

 (b) The Presiding Bishop or the Bishop Suffragan for the Armed Forces may authorize 

a member of the Armed Forces to exercise one or more of these ministries in the Armed 
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Forces in accordance with the provisions of this Canon. Requirements and guidelines for 

the selection, training, continuing education, and deployment of such persons shall be 

established by the Bishop granting the license 

Sec. 2. (a)  The Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the 

congregation or other community of faith may request the Ecclesiastical Authority with 

jurisdiction to license persons within that congregation or other community of faith to 

exercise such ministries. The license shall be issued for a period of time to be determined 

under Canon III.v.1(a) and may be renewed. The license may be revoked by the 

Ecclesiastical Authority upon request of or upon notice to the Member of the Clergy or 

other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith. 

 (b)  In renewing the license, the Ecclesiastical Authority shall consider the performance 

of the ministry by the person licensed, continuing education in the licensed area, and the 

endorsement of the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the 

congregation or other community of faith in which the person is serving. 

 (c) A person licensed in any Diocese under the provisions of this Canon may serve in 

another congregation or other community of faith in the same or another Diocese only at 

the invitation of the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight, and with 

the consent of the Ecclesiastical Authority in whose jurisdiction the service will occur. 

Sec. 3. A Pastoral Leader is a lay person authorized to exercise pastoral or administrative 

responsibility in a congregation under special circumstances, as defined by the Bishop. 

Sec. 4. A Worship Leader is a lay person who regularly leads public worship under the 

direction of the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the 

congregation or other community of faith. 

Sec. 5. A Preacher is a lay person authorized to preach. Persons so authorized shall only 

preach in congregations under the direction of the Member of the Clergy or other leader 

exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith. 

Sec. 6. A Eucharistic Minister is a lay person authorized to administer the Consecrated 

Elements at a Celebration of Holy Eucharist. A Eucharistic Minister should normally act 

under the direction of a Deacon, if any, or otherwise, the Member of the Clergy or other 

leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith. 

Sec. 7. A Eucharistic Visitor is a lay person authorized to take the Consecrated Elements 

in a timely manner following a Celebration of Holy Eucharist to members of the 

congregation who, by reason of illness or infirmity, were unable to be present at the 

Celebration. A Eucharistic Visitor should normally act under the direction of a Deacon, if 

any, or otherwise, the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the 

congregation or other community of faith.  
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Sec. 8. A Catechist is a lay person authorized to prepare persons for Baptism, 

Confirmation, Reception, and the Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows, and shall function 

under the direction of the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the 

congregation or other community of faith. 

Sec. 9. An Evangelist is a lay person who presents the good news of Jesus Christ in such 

a way that people are led to receive Christ as Savior and follow Christ as Lord in the 

fellowship of the Church. An Evangelist assists with the community's ministry of 

evangelism in partnership with the Presbyter or other leader exercising oversight of the 

congregation, or as directed by the Bishop. 

CANON 5: Of General Provisions Respecting Ordination 

Sec. 1 (a) The canonical authority assigned to the Bishop Diocesan by this Title may be 

exercised by a Bishop Coadjutor, when so empowered under Canon III.11.9(a), and at the 

request of the Bishop Diocesan, by a Bishop Suffragan, or by any other Bishop of a 

Church in full communion with this Church who was ordained in the historic 

succession, at the request of the ordinand's Bishop. 

 (b) The Council of Advice of the Convocation of American Churches in Europe, and 

the board appointed by a Bishop having jurisdiction in an Area Mission in accordance 

with the provisions of Canon I.11.2(c), shall, for the purpose of this and other Canons of 

Title III have the same powers as the Standing Committee of a Diocese. 

 (c) In case of a vacancy in the episcopate in a Diocese, the Ecclesiastical Authority 

may authorize and request the President of the House of Bishops of the Province to take 

order for an ordination. 

Sec. 2 (a) No Nominee, Postulant, or Candidate for ordination shall sign any of the 

certificates required by this Title. 

 (b) Testimonials required of the Standing Committee by this Title must be signed by 

a majority of the whole Committee, at a meeting duly convened, except that testimonials 

may be executed in counterparts, any of which may be delivered by facsimile or other 

electronic transmission, each of which shall be deemed an original. 

 (c) Whenever the letter of support of a Vestry is required, the letter must be signed 

and dated by at least two-thirds of all of the members of the Vestry, at a meeting duly 

convened, and by the Rector or Priest-in-Charge of the Parish, and attested by the Clerk 

of the Vestry. Should there be no Rector or Priest-in-Charge, the letter shall be signed by 

a Priest of the Diocese acquainted with the nominee and the Parish, the reason for the 

substitution being stated in the attesting clause. 

  (d) If the congregation or other discernment community of which the nominee is a 

member is not a Parish, the letter of support required by Canon III.6 or Canon III.8 shall 

be signed and dated by the Member of the Clergy and the council of the congregation or 
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other community of faith, and shall be attested by the secretary of the meeting at which 

the letter was approved. Should there be no Member of the Clergy, the letter shall be 

signed and dated by a Priest of the Diocese acquainted with the nominee and the 

congregation or other community of faith, the reason for the substitution being stated in 

the attesting clause. 

 (e) If the applicant is a member of a Religious Order or Christian Community 

recognized by Canon III.14, the letters of support referred to in Canon III.5 or Canon III.6 

and any other requirements imposed on a congregation or Member of the Clergy may be 

given by the Superior or person in charge, and Chapter, or other comparable body of the 

Order or Community. 

Sec. 3. An application for any dispensation permitted by this Title from any of the 

requirements for ordination must first be made to the Bishop, and if approved, referred 

to the Standing Committee for its advice and consent 

CANON 6: Of the Ordination of Deacons 

Sec. 1. Selection 

The Bishop, in consultation with the Commission, shall establish procedures to identify 

and to select persons with evident gifts and fitness for ordination to the Diaconate.  

Sec. 2. Nomination 

A confirmed adult communicant in good standing, may be nominated for ordination to 

the diaconate by the person's congregation or other community of faith. 

 (a) The Nomination shall be in writing and shall include a letter of support by the 

Nominee's congregation or other community of faith committing the community to 

  (1) pledge to contribute financially to that preparation, and 

  (2) involve itself in the Nominee's preparation for ordination to the Diaconate. 

If it be a congregation, the letter shall be signed by two-thirds of the Vestry or 

comparable body, and by the Member of the Clergy or leader exercising oversight. 

 (b) The Nominee, if in agreement with the nomination, shall accept the nomination in 

writing and shall provide the following to the Bishop: 

  (1) Full name and date of birth. 

  (2) The length of time resident in the Diocese. 

  (3) Evidence of Baptism and Confirmation. 

  (4) Whether an application has been made previously for Postulancy or the 

person has been nominated in any Diocese. 
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  (5) A description of the process of discernment by which the Nominee has been 

identified for ordination to the Diaconate. 

  (6) The level of education attained and, if any, the degrees earned, and areas of 

specialization, together with copies of official transcripts. 

… 

CANON 8: Of the Ordination of Priests 

Sec. 1. Selection 

The Bishop, in consultation with the Commission, shall establish procedures to identify 

and select persons with evident gifts and fitness for ordination to the Priesthood. 

Sec. 2. Nomination 

A confirmed adult communicant in good standing may be nominated for ordination to 

the Priesthood by the person's congregation or other community of faith. 

 (a) The Nomination shall be in writing and shall include a letter of support by the 

Nominee’s congregation or other community of faith committing the community to: 

  (1) pledge to contribute financially to that preparation, and 

  (2) involve itself in the Nominee’s preparation for ordination to the Priesthood. 

If it be a congregation, the letter shall be signed by two-thirds of the Vestry or 

comparable body, and by the Member of the Clergy or leader exercising oversight. 

 (b) The Nominee, if in agreement with the nomination, shall accept the nomination in 

writing and shall provide the following to the Bishop: 

  (1) Full name and date of birth. 

  (2) The length of time resident in the Diocese. 

  (3) Evidence of Baptism and Confirmation. 

  (4) Whether an application has been made previously for Postulancy or the 

person has been nominated in any Diocese. 

  (5) A description of the process of discernment by which the Nominee has been 

identified for ordination to the Diaconate. 

  (6) The level of education attained and, if any, the degrees earned, and areas of 

specialization, together with copies of official transcripts. 

 


